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me, and shade me under the shadow of thy company on the
day when there shall be no other shade." Putting into
his ears the tips of his forefingers, he is to say, " O God,
make me to be one of those who hear what is said, and obey
what is best," or, " O God, make me to hear good." Wiping his
neck with his fingers, he says, " O God, free my neck from the
fire, and keep me from chains, collars, and fetters." Lastly,
he washes his feet, saying, first, " O God, make firm my feet
upon Sirat on the day when my feet shall slip on it;" and,
secondly, " Make my labour to be approved, and my sin for-
given, and my works accepted, merchandize that shall not
perish, through thy pardon, O Mighty One, 0 most forgiving
through thy mercy, 0 Thou most merciful of those who shew
mercy." Having completed the ablution, he continues, looking
up to heaven," Thy perfection, O God, I extol with thy praise;
I testify there is no God but thee alone. Thou hast no com-
panion. I implore thy forgiveness, and turn to thee with repent-
ance." Then, looking down to the earth, he adds the Creed,
and should recite, once at least, the chapter on Power (xcvn).
These instructions remind one of the acts of devotion of Roman
Catholics, and of some of the more formal of our early divines,
and would seem to require some time; but he who furnished
them, and has had frequent opportunities of seeing them per-
formed, assures us that they are almost all omitted by the
generality of worshippers, and that with such the whole cere-
mony is accomplished within two minutes.

When water cannot be procured, or its use is injurious to
the health, sand may be substituted. Their theologians inform
us that Gabriel, on his first appearance to the prophet in the
cave, taught him the prayers and the ablutions, for which
purpose he caused a spring to gush forth. These partial or total
washings, for the removal of legal impurity, being a requisite
preliminary, the courts of the mosques are supplied with
water. Purity of the dress, as well as of the person, is required,
and the worshipper must also lay aside any magnificent robe or
ornaments, and appear before God as becomes the humility of
a creature and of a sinner. The carpet, also, which a service